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ABSTRACT 
 
This study investigates the impact of ICTs for agricultural development in the Alice rural 
community. The rationale for carrying out the study has to do with the limited access to ICTs  by 
farmers residing in this rural community which in turn affects their productivity and increase in 
the volume of agricultural production. The core argument of the study is that the use of ICTs has 
positive spinoffs on agricultural development which leads to improvement in the quality and 
quantity of agricultural production. Conversely lack of access to ICTs can result in inability to 
enhance agricultural productivity in rural areas such as Alice. Furthermore, it is argued herein 
that technological information devices such as ICTs are essential communication and 
information tools; and as such, should be regarded as useful communication media for 
disseminating relevant agricultural information to farmers residing in rural communities. In 
conducting this study theoretical frameworks such as Rogers’ diffusion of innovation and 
development theories encompassing both the participatory approach and development support 
communication were presented and argued for as approaches suitable for the study. 
Triangulations of research methods, such as, qualitative and quantitative methods, were utilized 
for the collection of data for this study. As is common practice, the triangulation method was 
used in cross checking and supplementing data/information collected through the utilization of 
each of the methods. Interviews and questionnaires were used as data collection tools for this 
study owing to their ability to generate clear and precise responses or answers to the questions 
posed. The key findings of the study show that the limited access to ICTs in the Alice rural 
community was caused by factors such as low level of literacy, age and language barriers which 
in turn affected the adoption of ICTs amongst the Alice farmers. Amongst the recommendations 
emanating from this study is the idea that the adoption of ICTs for agricultural information can 
be fast-tracked through the implementation of telecentres/kiosk and information centers for easy 
access to information and communication services in the rural community. 
 
